
Mothers of Srebrenica 

 

In 2002, Hatidža Mehmedović came back to Srebrenica: 

 

“Those who enjoy the least rights in Bosnia and Herzegovina are those who 

have lost their loved ones…we have lost our husband, we have lost our sons 

we have lost our loved ones. Thousands and thousands of mothers have lost 

their loved ones…..They killed everything I had in this world in the war. They 

killed my two sons, these are the wounds which will never heal. I live all alone 

today. But I feel less alone when I see my friends coming here, visiting me. 

Looking at you I can see my sons, I can see my daughters. I can see my 

grandchildren.” 

 

“We must fight that the genocide never happens again anywhere in the world. 

It is the ordinary people who suffer…the Serbs would never have committed 

this to us unless they got the green light from someone else. This is the 

shame of the whole world. They could have prevented genocide here in 

Srebrenica. All these countries, all the powers, turned their heads away from 

us when we called. We believed the United Nations, that they would protect 

us….What they did to us was put us together and put us in the waiting room 

for a butchery and the Serbs came and they butchered us all”. 

 

 “We fight that no mother searches for the bones of her loved ones in mass 

graves regardless of the colour of her skin or her ethnicity….Many mothers 

have been left without joy. Our hearts are cold. We will never live to see how it 

is to see your sons marry. We will never have the joy of holding our 

grandchildren on our knee, thanks to the United Nations and the great 

powers.” 

 

In 2010, I was informed that they found the remains of my sons and my 

husband and I buried them. They told me my younger son was a complete 

body but I wasn’t brave enough to go and see him.” 

 



“All we want is justice so the criminals get punished and we find those that are 

still missing so mothers can at all least get the satisfaction of finding their 

sons. Many mothers have died – and will die – without being able to bury a 

single bone.” 

 

“Srebrenica is a blackhole of mankind. This happened in the 20th century in 

front of the yes of the whole world….we can’t return the past but we can all 

work together to build a better future.” 

 


